Ambassador’s Remarks at IIT, New Delhi
Distinguished Guests, Dear Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to be in IIT, Delhi, once again, this time
to share Korea’s experience in tackling challenges of air pollution in
the country. I thank Professor V. Ramgopal Rao, Director and Mr.
Hemant Kaushal, Project Coordinator, CERCA (Centre of
Excellence for Research on Clean Air) for giving me this
opportunity.

We are discussing the subject at a time when Delhi and its
neighboring regions are reeling under one of the severest air
pollution situations, making it a health emergency. One is virtually
gasping for air. Not just Delhi, all major cities of the world are
grappling with this challenge. The WHO has called air pollution as
the ‘the new tobacco’ which is harming us with every breathe that
we take. Worldwide, an estimated 7 million people are dying
prematurely every year as a result of air pollution. According to the
World Bank report, air pollution alone cost the global economy
US$5.7 trillion, that is, 4.4 per cent of global GDP. The urgent need
for making concerted efforts to tackle this challenge can hardly be
over emphasized.

We, in Korea, also, have been grappling with air pollution situation.
Despite our government’s best mitigation efforts and significant
progress in dealing with the problem, air quality remains a major
public concern in the country. Air quality in our capital city, Seoul,
in particular, becomes a matter of great concern, especially in winter
and spring. Even though Seoul’s air may not be that bad vis-a-vis
other major cities, but it is still more than two times of the WHO
annual limit. Last year, in particular, Seoul experienced a very bad
year as the city’s air quality index reached a shocking 179
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micrograms per cubic meter of fine dust (PM10). This March, the
city also hit 178 micrograms per cubic meter of ultrafine dust (PM
2.5) particles at its peak, which was 7 times high of the WHO 24-
hour limit of 25 micrograms per cubic meter. We had no option but
to go in for emergency measures.

In this age of environmental concerns, the civic awareness regarding
clean environment among Korean people is the highest in the world.
So, tackling air pollution has received undivided attention of the
Korean government. We have made concerted efforts to counter the
rising level of pollution through legislations, policy measures and by
leveraging the power of technologies.

As you may know, the problem of fine dustis a major issue in
Korea. President Moon Jae-in’s administration over the past 2 years
has taken a number of extra-ordinary measures, including passing of
important legislations to deal with fine-dust situation in the country.
The Korean National Assembly passed a series of bills against the
air pollution this March. The most important bill is ‘Act on the
Management of Disaster and Safety’ which designates the fine dust
problem as a ‘social disaster.” This designation allows the Korean
government to draw money from its reserve funds of 2.65 billion US
dollars for this year, to respond the emergency caused by air
pollution. Another important piece of legislation is ‘Special Act on
Fine Dust Reduction and Management’. Under the Act, city or
provincial governments can take such steps as banning old diesel
cars from streets, imposing driving restrictions, administrative
actions against facilities and construction sites that emit fine dust
and ask companies to allow their employees to work flexible hours
or from home, when average ultrafine dust concentrations exceed or
are forecast to exceed certain threshold levels. The Korean
government’s Comprehensive Action Plan on Fine Dust’ is another



important step which aims at cutting fine dust emissions by 30
percent by 2022 across all sectors.

Besides, this year, the government has also established two special
national bodies, the Special Commission on Fine Dust Pollution
under the Prime Minister’s Secretariat and the National Council on
Climate and Air Quality, which is led by Chairman Ban Ki-moon,
former U.N. Secretary General. The former reviews fine dust
pollution related policies, plans, and its implementations. The latter
aims to find solutions to the fine dust pollution issue, come up with
policy ideas, and coordinate actions with neighboring countries such
as China.

Knowing full well that technology solution is the key to address this
challenge, we have also leveraged our strengths and competitiveness
in technologies to combat pollution. Across Seoul metropolitan area,
where half of Korean population live, there are air quality
monitoring stations, which tell people how good or bad the air
quality is in their city. The Seoul city government uses air pollution
maps, smart phones apps and text message alerts to communicate
real-time data of air quality to the public. Fine dust filters and the air
purifiers began to be installed in public transportation including
buses, subways and subway stations. The government is also
installing air purifiers in all classrooms in pre-schools, elementary
schools and special education schools by this year. A good number
of Korean households have more than two units of air purifiers in
their homes. Going further, the government plans to deploy a fleet
of drones equipped with video cameras and pollution censors to
measure emissions and ensure that manufacturing plants comply
with pollution norms.

To control the pollution at source, our government has decided to
phase out coal-fired power plants and replace the diesel vehicles, the
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two major sources of air pollution in the country. The government
has completely suspended the construction of new coal-fired power
plants. The seven coal-fired power plants which have been
designated as outdated are being shut down. All diesel vehicles used
by the public sector are planned to be replaced with eco- friendly
vehicles latest by 2030. Some statistics will make it amply clear
how aggressively we are moving in this direction. As of today, a
total of 57,000 electric cars and 899 hydrogen cars are currently on
the road. The Government plan is to increase the number of electric
and hydrogen cars to a staggering 350,000 and 15,000 respectively
by 2022. Also, as many as 2,000 hydrogen buses are expected to ply
on the road by 2022. Without a doubt, these measures will greatly
help reduce the air pollution in our country.

To overcome the fine dust issue fundamentally, the Korean
government has also established ‘Science and Technology-based
Fine Dust Response Strategy,” which is a part of ‘The
Comprehensive Action Plan on Fine Dust.’ The strategy is
comprised of technology development, technology industrialization
and global cooperation, and mid- and long-term R&D investment.
As part of this strategy, the Korean government has doubled its
R&D investments from US$26.2 million in 2016 to US$51.8 million
in 2018.

Ladies and Gentlemen, air pollution is much critical issue in India,
especially in Delhi. At a time when India is keen to attract foreign
investment in the country, it is imperative that the Indian
government tackles this challenge head-on. The residents of Delhi
or for that matter any resident in any part of India have a basic right
to clean and healthy living environment. I often see old and ill-
maintained public transport buses plying on Delhi roads, pouring
tons of toxic fumes in the air. One also notices uncovered trucks and
lorries with building materials and municipal wastes, running
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though Delhi roads and dropping these materials all along the route.
The construction activities go on around the city without proper dust
management system in place. Burning of crops residue to prepare
the field for another crop in the neighboring regions of Delhi is
another environmentally unfriendly practice that adds to the
pollution woes.

Because the problem is serious, its mitigation response should
equally be serious. It is high time that the aging transport buses are
called off the road and replaced with environment-friendly buses
and people also become environmentally conscious and responsible.
Air pollution in Delhi is not a localized problem, therefore, both the
Central and State governments need to act in a coordinated manner.
The need of the hour is to prioritize the war on pollution. The
government needs to spend on pollution control measures rather
than spending on populist measures.

We, as a friend and partner of India, are ready to share our
experience and the best practices. Here, I see a lot of scope for
bilateral cooperation. Korean companies have anti-pollution
technology and can partner with Indian companies to provide
solutions to this problem. I also see a huge scope for joint R&D
between academic and technical institutions of our two countries.
As of now, there are not many collaboration projects and initiatives
between Korea and India in the area of air pollution. It is the time to
set up collaboration between our companies and technical
institutions for joint research in this important area. Given the
complementary strengths and keenness on our both sides for such

collaborations, I am sure, we can have win-win cooperation in this
field.

With these remarks, I thank you all for your kind attention. Thank
you.



